
JESUS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
Adapted from Jesus in the Spotlight by Kay Arthur with Cyndy Shearer 

 
KEY PASSAGE: John 3:22-36 
FOCUS: Spotlight- He Must Increase; I Must Increase 
MEMORY VERSE: John 4:23-24 

 
INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 

Pretend Wedding 
You will need the following: 

● Dress up clothing 
● Flowers 
● Etc. 

 
Have the children put together a pretend wedding with a Bride, Groom, Maid of Honor, and Best Man. If the 
boys don’t want to participate, perhaps use stuffed animals and dolls. Help them officiate. 
 
SAY THE FOLLOWING: That was fun to put on a wedding together. In our story from the Bible today, we’re 
going to hearing about a Bride, a Groom, and a Best Man. We’ll learn about what the Best Man’s job is.  
 
 
 

LESSON 
(Note to teacher: Read/teach the lesson to the students; be sure to allow them enough time to look up verses 

and engage with the Scripture independently. Each student should have the printed Scripture and colored 
pencils. Write the key words/symbols on the whiteboard before class..) 

 
I. Introduction 

When we read together from the Bible, we’re going to hear a name that we’ve heard before. Do you 
remember who said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”? Ok, I’ll give you a hint: 
perform the action of pretend baptizing that we used for our KEY WORD-John the Baptist.  Yes, it’s John the 
Baptist! He shows back up in our story today! 

John the Baptist has some friends that are feeling upset and jealous. Have you ever felt like that? 
Maybe it’s someone else’s birthday and they’re getting all of the attention. You feel jealous and angry that no 
one is paying attention to you. That’s how John’s friends were feeling. 

Jesus was getting more attention than they were. More people were following Jesus instead of 
following John the Baptist. They complained to John about it. How do you think John will respond to his 
friends? 
 

II. Prayer 
Whenever we study God’s Word, we need to start with prayer. It is only through the Holy Spirit that we’ll 

understand and believe this. Let’s pray together. Pray with students. Pray for their prayer requests too. 
 
 
III. KEY WORDS  

As I read the Bible to you, we”re going to listen for two KEY WORDS: JESUS, JOHN, WITNESS. Do 
you remember the motions for those KEY WORDS?  



 
JOHN: Move your arms to the side as if you were baptizing someone 
JESUS: Use middle fingers to indicate nail holes in either hand 
 

BIBLE: 22 Then Jesus and his disciples left Jerusalem and went into the Judean 

countryside. Jesus spent some time with them there, baptizing people. 

23 At this time John the Baptist was baptizing at Aenon, near Salim, because there was 

plenty of water there; and people kept coming to him for baptism. 24 ...25 A debate broke 

out between John’s disciples and a certain Jew over ceremonial cleansing. 26 So John’s 

disciples came to him and said, “Rabbi, the man, [Jesus] you met on the other side of 

the Jordan River, the one you identified as the Messiah, is also baptizing people. And 

everybody is going to Jesus instead of coming to us.” 

27 John replied, “No one can receive anything unless God gives it from heaven. 28 You 

yourselves know how plainly I told you, ‘I am not the Messiah. I am only here to prepare 

the way for him.’ 29 It is the bridegroom who marries the bride, and the bridegroom’s 

friend is simply glad to stand with him and hear his vows. Therefore, I am filled with joy 

at his success. 30 He must become greater and greater, and I must become less and 

less. 

Do you remember when we were playing wedding? Who were the two important people at the 
wedding? That’s right, the bride and groom. What was the job of the Best Man? Yes, he stands next to his 
friend and points to him. Wouldn’t it be ridiculous if the Best Man started jumping up and down and saying, 
“Look at me! Look at me!” John’s friends don’t understand that Jesus is MOST important! They want everyone 
to look at John and say how great he is. But John understands that he is just the Best Man, standing next to 
his friend, Jesus, and helping everyone focus on Jesus.  

John wanted his friends to know how great and wonderful and important Jesus is. So he kep 
teaching them. 

BIBLE: 31 “[Jesus] has come from above and is greater than anyone else. We are of the 

earth, and we speak of earthly things, but [Jesus] has come from heaven and is greater 

than anyone else. 32 ... 33 …. 34 For he is sent by God. [Jesus] speaks God’s words, ... 35 

….36 And anyone who believes in God’s Son has eternal life. Anyone who doesn’t obey 

the Son will never experience eternal life but remains under God’s angry judgment.” 

 
 
 
 
 



IV. Application 
John’s friends were upset that John wasn’t claiming glory and popularity for himself. They thought that 
he deserved to be more famous than Jesus. But John wasn’t angry at all. He was excited that he was 
allowed to point everyone to Jesus.  
 
If you believe in Jesus, you get to tell everyone about Him too, just like John! You are all like the best 
man, pointing everyone to look at Jesus-the most important.  

 

VI. MEMORY VERSE 

We’ll be starting new memory verses for the next 4 weeks. Review the verses with the kids and play the video 
if you wish. 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-fAKXdhEZw 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-fAKXdhEZw

